The Ancient Worlds of Asia
their dwelling-place were probably intended to mean their graves. The power of the ancestral spirits was so great in the popular imagination' that an enemy sometimes spared whole towns and provinces for fear of the revenge the spirits might take. The spirits have done their country inestimable service adorning it with pagodas,,those graceful monuments built all over China, in certain high places in the country, near towns and monasteries, as a protection against the spirits. Pagodas date from later than the Chou period, however.
The belief in spirits and the cult of the ancestors constituted a truly popular religion. There was also Shang-Ti, the supreme God, or the God of heaven, whom we mentioned in connection with the Shang dynasty. He was simply a State God. The king paid him a yearly sacrifice, but there was no longer any link between him and the ordinary people.
214om in private houses and in the ancestors' temple in the mansions of the nobility and the kings' palaces. These ancestors' rooms and temples were also the scene of important family gatherings, such as the reception of visitors and the presentation of a new bride. In the ancestors' royal temple official functions were held such as a new monarch's accession to the throne, the ceremony associated with the sovereign's departure to war or his return, the feasting of victory, diplomatic negotiations and royal banquets, the appointment or decoration of high officials and the investment of vassals with their fiefs. Sacrifices were made not only to the ancestors but also to heaven.
